2025-2026
Confirmation Schedule
Wed at 4:30-6:30 p.m.

Epiphany Season

(23 Class Days — Plus Bazaar
and 8 Lenten Services)

Season after Pentecost

9/3 — Parents Meeting, 5 PM

Sept 10 — Regular Class, 3:45-5:45
Sept 17 — Regular Class, 4:30

Sept 24 — Class w/ Mentors, 4:30

Oct 2 — Regular Class, 4:30

Oct 8 — Regular Class, 4:30-9:00
Supper, & Concert at PL School,

Oct 15 — Regular Class, 4:30

Oct 22 — Bazaar, 4:00-7:00

Oct 29 — Class w/ Mentors, 4:30

Nov 5 — Regular Class, 4:30
Nov 12 — Regular Class, 4:30
Nov 19 — Class w/ Mentors, 4:30
Nov 26 — No Class/Thanksgiving

Advent/Christmas Season

Dec 3 — Regular Class, 4:30

Dec 10 — Regular Class, 4:30

Dec 17 — Class w/ Mentors, 4:30
Dec 24 — Christmas Eve/No Class
Dec 31 — New Year’s/No Class

Jan 7 — Regular Class

Jan 14 — Regular Class

Jan 21 — Regular Class

Jan 28 — Class w/Mentors, 4:30

Feb 4 — Regular Class, 4:30
Feb 11 — Regular Class, 4:30

Season of Lent — Attend Services
(6 p.m. Supper/7 p.m. Service)
Feb 18 — Ash Wednesday at HC
Feb 25 — Lenten Service at HC

March 4 — Lenten Service at Bethel
March 11 — Lenten Service at HC
Mar 18 — Lenten Service at Bethel
Marc 25 — Lenten Service at HC
(Lenten Projects Due April 1)

April 2 — Maundy Thurs at HC
April 3 — Good Friday at HC
April 5 — Easter Sunrise & Brunch

Easter Season

April 8 — Regular Class, 4:30
April 15 — Class w/Mentors-Draft
April 22 — Regular Class, 4:30
April 29  Last Class/Final Draft

May 2
May 3

Banquet, 7 p.m.
Confirmation Sunday



Confirmation Expectations for 2025-2026
United as One Lutheran Parish

Confirmation is an opportunity for youth to affirm for themselves the promises that
their parents, sponsors and congregation made for them at their baptism. The main
goal of the confirmation process is to prepare youth to boldly and confidently make
those promises, affirm their baptism into Christ, and learn how to live out their faith as
Lutheran Christians.

CLASS ATTENDANCE, WEEKLY

CONFIRMATION MENTORS, MONTHLY

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE AND NOTES, 16 PER YEAR
DEVOTIONS AT HOME, DAILY

CONFIRMATION CAMP, ONCE

FAITH EVENT, YEARLY

SERVICE LEARNING PARTICIPATION, 20 POINTS PER YEAR
LENTEN PROJECT, COMPLETED DURING LENT BY APRIL 1
CONFIRMATION BANQUET, MAY 3, AND SUNDAY, MAY 4
8TH GRADE FAITH STATEMENTS, DUE APRIL 29

Our schedule will follow the school calendar except the Wed prior to a break.
Communication during the year will be primarily by a weekly text. It is much appreciated
when parents respond with a like or thumbs up. Pastor Pauline’s phone number is 701-
399-9472. I am generally not able to answer my phone or texts during class time.

The schedule for assisting with the worship Powerpoint & Livestreaming continues
through the end of the summer after your confirmation. The pastor helps during the
summer with reminders and finding substitutes.

Confirmation is usually a 2-year program, but not always! Not everyone is ready to affirm
their baptism at the same time. Completing these expectations often depends on the
support of parents and guardians. The pastor will keep parents posted on the progress of
their student with a brief report in January. If it appears that your student is not fulfilling
these expectations for both years of confirmation, the pastor will schedule a meeting with
the student and/or their parents to discuss a plan forward. Students may choose an
additional year(s) thru high school.

Summer months may be used to continue completing worship attendance notes and
service project points. Expectations that remain after 7t grade will roll over into the 8t
grade year.



CLASS ATTENDANCE, WEEKLY

Confirmation students are expected to attend weekly 2-hour long class sessions and will
also participate in a monthly service project during class time. Attendance benefits the
student.

o If a student needs to miss class, their absence is excused if the parents lets me know
ahead of time. Makeup assignments will be given by text so that your youth doesn’t
completely miss out on the lesson.

« If astudent misses class without a parent letting me know, it will be unexcused.
Unexcused absences need to be made up in person.

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE AND NOTES, 16 PER YEAR

Students and parents will be expected to attend worship in person as often as possible
and view live online when they cannot attend in person. In addition to attending, they
will be asked to fill out the 16 worship notes in their confirmation folder, 1 per service.
Attendance at any church counts! The students will take a picture of the “Traveling
Worship Note” and then write the answers on the bulletin of the church they visit. They
should put that bulletin in their confirmation folder. Since we are hoping to help
students experience the worshipping community, online viewing will not count unless
discussed and agreed upon with the pastor.

SERVICE AND STEWARDSHIP PARTICIPATION, 30 PER YEAR

Our confirmation program seeks to prepare each student to become an active member
of their congregation and participate in the ministries and mission of their church in
daily life. Each student will be expected to fill out a service and stewardship log sheet in
their folder upon completion of each project. Students are asked to participate in the
Sunday Powerpoint & Livestreaming schedules.

e Read Scripture during Service — 3 e Assist with Vacation Bible School —
e Move Powerpoint Slides for Worship — 2 5
e Arrive 10 min early & run Livestream — 4 e Photograph a Special Event —2
e Help with Communion or Offering — 1 e Help Clean Church with the
e Prepare & Deliver a Children’s Sermon — monthly serving group - 5

10 e Assist with Day of Sunday School —
e Assist Worship Leaders during Service — 5 3
e Special Music during Service — 5 e Attend Church Service Project — 3
e Prepare & Deliver Sermon — 15 e Visit a person older than 80 and
o Attend council or WELCA meeting - 3 pray with them before leaving — 3

(Will be planned /completed with e Write a caring note to an older
leaders.) person -3

Other ideas? See pastor for approval.




LENTEN PROJECT, COMPLETED DURING LENT BY APRIL 1

During Lent, there is no class time on Wednesday afternoon, but the evening Lenten

services take the place of class. This starts on Ash Wednesday, February 18. Services
alternate between Holy Cross and Battle View. When Pastor Pauline is scheduled at
Holy Cross, there will be a confirmation table at supper with her. Students will also
complete one of the listed projects below. Projects will be due April 1 on the Wednesday
during Holy Week. There are also services on April 2, 3, and 5.

INTERVIEW 3 PEOPLE. They must be a member of a Lutheran church, and you should
choose one person from each age range: 20-40, 41-60, 61+. If you need help choosing
members to connect with, the pastor can assist you. The finished project must include
both the questions and the answers (in complete sentences) that you receive for each
member. Your interview will be based around the following questions:

o When and how did you become a member of this church?

o What is your favorite part of being part of this church community?

o What does it mean to you to be a Christian?

o What is your favorite Bible verse/story?

o What faith advice would you share with me?

WRITE A SERMON. Select a reading that is used during a Sunday in the Lenten
season and prepare a sermon on that text. The sermon must be at least 1 page, single
spaced. It does not need to be delivered to a congregation but if the student would
like to deliver it on the assigned Sunday, they will also receive the 10 points for their
worship participation.

JOURNAL PRAYERS FOR 40 DAYS. Each day will have a prayer prompt and should
be at least complete 1 sentence. The student will be provided the prompts by the
pastor if choosing this route. The journal will be handed in at the end of the 40 days.

FAMILY DEVOTIONS. During the season of Lent, commit with your family to use the
Daily Texts, Christ in Our Home, or another devotional book of your choice. Journal
3-5 sentences at least 10 of the days about the topic and your family’s conversation.

SERVE YOUR NEIGHBOR. Volunteer for someone outside your own family 3
different times for an hour each or for 3 hours all together. This may include
babysitting, yardwork, housecleaning, food pantry, helping at the school or a
business where you do not receive compensation. Then answer the following
questions in complete sentences:

o What was the type of serving you completed and whom did it involve?

o How did you feel when you started, while you worked, and after you finished?

o Why do you think Christians should serve one other?

o Search up the word “love” and “serve” in the New Testament and find 2 verses

that inspire you.



DRAW OR SCULPT SCRIPTURE. Prepare a piece of art that shows a Bible story you
heard on a Wednesday or Sunday of Lent. Just one piece is necessary but the student
must use paint on canvas for the drawing. Other sculptures may use modeling clay,
wood, or metal, according to their abilities. Provide a title and the scripture reference.
The art will be displayed at the church until Confirmation Sunday.

« READ A BOOK! Choose one of the following, or another selection with the pastor,
and write a one paragraph summary and one paragraph of what stood out to you
about your faith:

o The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis

o The Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis

o Living Without Limits by Judy Siegle

o Ask, Thank, Tell by Charles Lane

o A Witness: The Haiti Earthquake by Renee Splichal Larson
o Making Sense of the Christian Faith by David Lose

o Tattoos on the Heart by Gregory Boyle

o Luther by Frederick Nohl

o Lament for a Son by Nicholas Wolterstorff

o You Were Made to Make a Difference by Max Lucado & Jenna Lucado Bishop
o Give Us This Day: A Lutheran Proposal by Craig Nessan

o Loving Jesus by Mark Allan Powell

CONFIRMATION MENTORS, MONTHLY

This year during one class time each month (see schedule), students will have the
chance to have discussions with Confirmation Mentors. For the purposes of class time,
Confirmation mentors must be a baptized member of an ELCA Lutheran church who is
at least 20 years old. Many confirmation mentors will be parents and other family
members of students. Although you will generally not be assigned to the same group as
your own student during class, your willingness to attend and participate will be an
example that your student will remember his or her whole life. You are by far the
greatest influence on your youth, far beyond pastors and teachers. So I am deeply
grateful for your support of this program and its expectations.

We will also be inviting various speakers this year who will share faith experiences with
the class. If you would like to be one of these speakers, or have a suggestion, talk to me
as soon as possible.

SHARED JOURNAL NOTES, WEEKLY

Each class period, students will typically have a chance to reflect on their faith
statement in a Notes app, which I hope to have them share with you. It will notify you
when they write key verses, catechism, or reflection pieces. Please discuss these with
them and review what they are learning. It is a chance for you to show how important
this is for you too.



CONFIRMATION CAMP, ONCE

All students seeking to be confirmed must attend a week-long summer confirmation
camp at Camp Metigoshe, Camp of the Cross by Garrison, or Springbrook at Epping.
This expectation may be completed on either summer of the confirmation program, and
all participating families will be reimbursed by the church upon the completion of the
week. Information about this camp will be sent out to families as soon as the camps
announce the schedule for the summer of 2026. One adult member is also required to
attend along with the pastor.

DEVOTIONS AT HOME, DAILY

This year I would like to focus on fostering faith discussions with your family.
Sometimes it has to be fairly brief, but these can be meaningful too. Here are a few
suggestions for you as a parent: Christ in Our Home, Daily Texts, any Bible app, Small
Catechism app, choose a book of the Bible like the Psalms or a Gospel, read anywhere in
their own Bible, pray the Lord’s Prayer, read from their Catechism and discuss, listen to
Prairie Faith Devotions on FB.

FAITH EVENT, YEARLY

This year’s Faith Event is the community concert on Wed, Oct 8 at 7 p.m. at the Powers
Lake School featuring the band Consumed by Fire. There will be supper beforehand.
Alternate events will available during the year if there is a schedule conflict for the concert.

CONFIRMATION BANQUET, MAY 2, AND SUNDAY, MAY 3

The Confirmation Weekend celebration includes a banquet on Saturday, May 2, and the
Sunday worship service on May 3. Students may invite extended family to the banquet
and be seated together with their guests. Seventh grade students and their parents will
be asked to help prepare food and attend the banquet to host, serve, and help clean up.

Each 8t grade confirmand will be asked to share their Faith Statement at the banquet,
as well as again on Confirmation Sunday (see below). There will be a reception during
fellowship hour following the Confirmation service.

Please note that we also request a baptismal picture of your student, as well as their
baptismal candle to light during the banquet and service, and it helps if you look for
these right away!

S8TH GRADE FAITH STATEMENTS, DUE APRIL 29

During the spring months of confirmation, the 8th grade students will be required to write their
faith statement. Statements are expected to reflect what they learned during class, as well as
personal belief and experiences. Class time will be given for this work through the two years. A
first draft is due on April 15, and the final draft will be due on April 29. Upon completion of the

statement but prior to April 29, each 8" grader is expected to visit with the pastor to review their
faith statement. Writing will take place in the Notes app on their cell phone.p




FAITH STATEMENY GUIDELINES, FIRST DRAFT BY APRIL 15

This statement is expected to draw on what has been learned in confirmation class, as
well as personal belief and experience. 1 page minimum! This is an open book
assignment, and you are encouraged to use Luther’s Small Catechism, as well as the
Bible. Just be sure to put quotes around the things you are using from them, and try to
explain what they mean to you with examples or stories of your life.)

What Scripture passage is important to you and why?
This can be a couple verses or a story from the Bible. Word searches online can really help
with this. Every verse that we wrote in journals this year would work. It often helps to
begin your faith statement with this verse and possibly refer to it again in the conclusion.

What is an experience of God in your life?

Think of a significant God-moment, a time when you felt God’s presence or knew God
was helping you. Perhaps it happened at church during worship, or maybe it was an
event in daily life. This is another great way to begin your faith statement, but you could
also include it when you reflect on God creating and protecting, Jesus Christ bringing
you salvation, or the Holy Spirit filling you with peace and trust in God.

Include a Lutheran understanding

This year we will be discussing several Lutheran insights, and I would like you to
include one of the following in your faith statement: 1) I am saved by grace through
faith in Christ. 2) I believe by gift of the Holy Spirit and not by my own ability. 3)
Baptism is a permanent identity that helps me live out my faith in God. All of these are
based on the concept that we are sinners who always struggle with trusting God, and
that we are in need of a Savior. We daily die to sin and rise to new life in Christ.

What do you believe about God the Father?
Check out the explanations in Luther’s Small Catechism on the First Article of the Creed.

What do you believe about Jesus Christ, Son of God?

There are several places in Luther’s Small Catechism that you can look for help with this
— the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed, the Sacrament of Baptism, and the
Sacrament of the Altar. Since you are a “Christ”-ian, a follower of Christ, it is important
to mention your Baptism in this section and how it ties you to Jesus Christ and his
death and resurrection.

What do you believe about God the Holy Spirit?

Here you should talk about how you are going to live out your Baptism with the help
and guidance of the Holy Spirit. Look at Luther’s Small Catechism in the explanation of
the Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed, as well as all the explanations of the Lord’s
Prayer. What do you believe the Holy Spirit is doing in your life? How do you plan to
live among God’s faithful people and hear the Word of God and share in the Lord’s
supper? How do you think you will proclaim the good news of God in Christ through
word and deed? How do you best like to serve all people, following the example of
Jesus? How will you strive for justice and peace in all the earth?



